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New light on the history
of St Mary's Priory,
Rosscarbery

By DIARMUID O RIAIN

Between the late eleventh and early thirteenth
century, nine Irish Benedictine monasteries,
henceforth Schottenkloster (singular Schotten-
kloster), were established in Germany. The
movement began in the Bavarian town of
Regensburg, before spreading across southern
Germany from the mid-twelfth century onwards
with the founding of daughter-houses at
Wiirzburg, Nuremberg, Constance, Erfurt,
Fichstitt, Vienna, Memmingen and Kelheim.!
The steadfast commitment of the Schotten-
klgster communities to the principle of national
exclusivity made the recruitment of novices dif-
ficult. Although some monks would have origi-
nally arrived at a particular Schottenkloster as
pilgrims or otherwise of their own initiative, a
more systematic approach to recruitment was
necessary in order to ensure a steady flow of
novices. This issue would have become increas-
ingly pressing as the twelfth century wore on,
and the number of Schottenklgster requiring
fresh novices multiplied.

‘Two papal privileges, issued by Innocent [V
to the abbot of the Regensburg mother-house
in 1248, indicate the means by which the need
for novices was met.? The first bull gave the
abbot the right to delegate a representative to
receive the vows of novices at the priories in Ire-
land subject to Regensburg. The second grant-
ed the abbot the right to visit priories and
correct any wrongdoings for a period of three
years. Priories located in Ireland would have
afforded the Schottenkloster movement a valu-
able local presence and lessened the effects of
the physical isolation of their monasteries in
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Germany. This said, little is known about the
nature of the activites carried out in the Irish
priories. Presumably they served as preparatory
schools for young novices, who would have
been educated in the rule of St Benedict, as
well as undergoing a more general formation. It
would appear from the first 1248 papal bull that
the practice in the early period of the Schotten-
kloster movement was for novices to make their
vows after travelling from Ireland to the Regens-
burg motherhouse. However, because of the
‘distance and dangerous road’ between Ireland
and Regensburg, a new procedure, whereby the
abbot could empower the local prior or other
representative to receive the vows of novices,
while still in their Irish priories, was sanctioned
by the pope.®> The new practice may have been
in part prompted by the behaviour reported in
the second 1248 bull, which alleged that sever-
al superiors and monks of the Irish priories
were guilty of roaming about in the manner of
gyrovagi, ‘strollers/vagabonds’, much to the
detriment of the reputation of the Benedictine
order and of their own souls.* It was probably
hoped that the profession of novices while still
in Ireland, and a more rigorous enforcement of
discipline in the priories, would engender a
greater sense of commitment and make it less
likely that they would stray from the path on
the long journey to Germany.

The use of the plural form ‘monasteries or
priories” (monasteria seu prioratus) in the 1248
bulls has fuelled a good degree of debate con-
cerning the location and chronology of the
Schottenkloster priories in Ireland.’> However,
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View of the church of St Mary’s Priory, Rosscarbery, from the west

scholarly curiosity has scarcely been fully satis-
fied by the scant details which have otherwise
emerged, with most attention focussed on Ross-
carbery, Co. Cork, and Cashel, Co. Tipperary.®
From the early twelfth century onwards, the
Schottenkloster were dominated by monks from
the south of Ireland.” Furthermore, not only did
Munster host all the recorded fundraising visits
by Regensburg abbots, the output of the various
Schottenkloster scriptoria also revealed a lively
concern with the political and ecclesiastical
affairs of that region.® It may be assumed that for
many of these Munster monks the first point of
contact with a Schottenkloster would have been
the Benedictine priory of St Mary (sancte Marie
Rossensis ordinis sancti Benedicti) at Rosscarbery
in west Cork, which, in 1353, formally acknowl-
edged its subjection to Philip, abbot of the Irish
monastery at Wiirzburg.” While we can be cer-
tain, therefore, that a Schottenkloster depen-
dency had been established at Rosscarbery by
the mid-fourteenth century, an earlier mention
of a ‘prior of Ross” in the papal taxation lists of

1302-6 may also refer to it.! Indeed, the 1353
letter asserted that the rights of the Wiirzburg
abbot in relation to Ross had existed since time
immemorial.!'! The question to be discussed
here is how much further back than the four-
teenth century the presence of the priory in
Ross can be traced.

The ruins of St Mary’s priory (traditionally known
as ‘the Abbey’) lie within a graveyard overlooking
Rosscarbery Bay on the southern side of the vil-
lage, some 200 metres to the south-west of St
Fachtna’s, the cathedral of the Church of Ireland
diocese of Ross. The establishment of a priory
within an existing settlement would have accord-
ed well with the practice of the Schottenkloster
monks in Germany, who invariably located their
monasteries in emerging or established towns.
The extent to which medieval Rosscarbery could
be defined as urban is, of course, debatable, but it
is at least clear that those who founded the priory
were not interested in isolation.'” An early
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sixteenth-century description gives an idea of the
urban character of Ross towards the end of the
medieval period:

The town of Ross is situated on level ground near the
ocean shore, in fertile country, especially for grain,
surrounded by a wall and containing two gates and

about two hundred houses. In its centre is a cathedral
church.?

This is the earliest reference to a town-wall at
Ross of which no trace appears to survive today;
nor is the line of the wall readily discernible in
the earliest maps of the town."* The two gates
mentioned in the account were most likely situ-
ated on the western and northern stretches of
the wall, opening onto the main routes west-
wards and eastwards. These are shown as the
roads to Baltimore and Clonakilty on a 1788
estate map, with the town bounded by water to
the south and east.'” The coastal location of
Ross would have eased communication between
the communities of the Schottenkléster and
their Irish outpost.!® Similarly, proximity to an
episcopal see and, in particular, to the attendant
centre of population would have facilitated the
priory’s recruitment of novices.

The present cathedral of Ross is thought to
occupy the site of the early medieval monastery
of Ros Ailithir, ‘Promontory of the Pilgrim’, an
apt setting for the perigrini of the Schotten-
kloster. The church was founded according to
tradition by Fachtna, a local-born saint, who is
said to have died ¢.600.'7 Various death-notices
for abbots and airchinnigh (lay-abbots) during
the period from the ninth to the eleventh cen-
turies bear witness to the continued importance
of Fachtna’s church, though it is known to have
suffered at the hands of the Norse at certain
points.’® Ross’s reputation for learning was
already current at this time, but the church
slipped from the historical record at the begin-
ning of the twelfth century.! The history of
monastic life at Ross during the following two
centuries, the period of most relevance to this
paper, is practically undocumented.

A number of scholars, including James
Coombes and Aubrey Gwynn, have proposed a
twelfth-century date for the foundation of Ross
priory.? However, up to now, the main basis for
this early dating, an anonymous 1864 article,
almost certainly penned by the Scottish bishop,
Alexander Forbes, has been somewhat sus-
pect.?! The article attributed the founding of
the priory to one Nehemias Scotus, ‘first a
monk of St. James Wurzburg and then Bishop
of Ross’, but provided neither reference to a
source nor a date for the events.?* A date was
later supplied by Joseph P. Fuhrmann who,
building (again without references) on the 1864
article, proposed ‘about 1218’ for its founding
by Nehemias.?> Fuhrmann’s date appears to
have rested on his identification of the founder
with a certain ‘Neemias’, recorded as prior at
Wiirzburg in 1208, and again, albeit without
title, in 1218.%* Unfortunately for this assertion,
there is no other record of a bishop of Ross
named Nehemias about 1218, and this led
Coombes to search elsewhere for the elusive
prelate, before arriving at a bishop of Cloyne of
that name, who died, according to the Annals
of the Four Masters, in 1149.%°

This latter Nehemias (otherwise Gilla na
Nédem Ua Muirchertaig) was certainly held in
high esteem by the Irish monks in Germany.
The author of Visio Tnugdali, written very prob-
ably in the Regensburg Schottenkloster ¢.1149,
placed him in Paradise, in the rarefied company
of St Patrick, Cellach, archbishop of Armagh,
St Malachy, and the latter’s brother Christian,
bishop of Louth.?® Marcus, the author of the
Visio, appears to have been very familiar with
Nehemias, to judge by the prologue of his text,
where he promised ‘some words” on the ‘life
and miracles’” of the bishop.?” For their part,
Gwynn and Hadcock must have been influ-
enced by the 1864 article when they suggested
that Nehemias might have been a monk at
Wiirzburg before taking over Cloyne diocese.?
But while this view can be regarded as specula-
tive, there are other Schottenkloster references
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to a bishop named Nehemias, in the form of
necrological entries. One of these, at 7 April in
the necrology of the Schottenkloster, refers to:
Nehemias episcopus et monachus Hyberniae.”
The other, in an entry for the same date in the
Wessobrunn calendar fragments, which were
compiled in the Wiirzburg Schottenkloster,
reads: Nemias episcopus et monachus nostre con-
gregationis.’® While these entries would suggest
that a Schottenkloster monk named Nehemias
served as a bishop in Ireland before or after his
time in Germany, a clear connection between
a prelate of that name and the priory at Ross has
yet to be established.

This brings us back to the 1864 article writ-
ten, very probably, by Alexander Forbes, the first
scholar to comment on Nehemias. As previous-
ly stated, he provided no reference to his source,
but this can now be shown to have lain in one of
a number of manuscripts written in the seven-
teenth century by Scottish Benedictine monks
at the Wiirzburg Schottenkloster.?! In the bibli-
ography of his 1864 article, Forbes cited “The
Scots Monasteries in Germany. MSS. of the late
James Dennistoun, of Dennistoun, in the Advo-
cate’s Library, Edinburgh’?* The Dennistoun
papers include one of two copies made in 1687
of a manuscript entitled Indiculus Monasterio-
rum Scotorum Ordinis S. Benedicti extra Scoti-
am (Catalogue of the Monasteries of the Scots
outside Scotland), which had been penned by
the Wiirzburg monk, James Brown, in 1655.%3
Included in the Indiculus are individual descrip-
tions of twenty-eight medieval Scottish (actually
[rish) monasteries across Europe, with the only
one situated in Ireland in final position, viz.
Monasterium B. Marie Rossie in Irlandia
(Monastery of the Blessed Virgin at Ross in Ire-
land). Although, judging by the corrections car-
ried out by the author, this account was itself a
preliminary draft, it was not the first history of
Ross priory written by Brown. An earlier, more
embryonic, account forms part of his Germania
Sancta, de Monasteriis Scotorum in Germania
(Holy Germany; of the Monasteries of the Scots

in Germany).** Dating to shortly before 1652,
Brown’s Germania Sancta provides the earliest
known account of the foundation of Ross priory,
as well as the first mention of Bishop
Nehemias’s involvement in the process.®® The
hitherto unpublished passage reads as follows in
translation:*®

At Ross in Ireland, Nehemias the bishop of this same
city of Ross, who was formerly a monk of the
monastery of St James of the Scots [Irish] in
Wiirzburg, founded a monastery for the Scots [Irish].
He built it in honour of the Blessed and Eternal Vir-
gin Mary, at his own expense, after having been made
a bishop. On resigning from the bishopric in infirm
old age, having been made Prior there, he submitted
himself and his monastery to the visitation, correction
and confirmation of the abbot and monastery of St
James of the Scots [Irish] in Wiirzburg. For a long
time, the priors of that place remained under this
same subjection and correction. This is revealed most
clearly from original documents, and I will produce
some documents below.

This account gives a clear sequence of events:
Nehemias was first a monk at the Wiirzburg
Schottenkloster and later bishop of Ross. While
serving as bishop, he founded the priory,
which, upon resigning his see at an advanced
age, he himself entered. At that point, having
been made prior, he subjected the house to the
visitation, correction and confirmation of the
Wiirzburg abbot. The opening lines of the cor-
responding passage in the Indiculus make some
slight alterations to the story, the most notable
being the omission of any reference to
Nehemias becoming prior of the monastery.?”
The ‘original letters’ referred to by Brown most
probably comprised the previously mentioned,
still surviving, letter written in 1353 to Abbot
Philip of Wiirzburg and perhaps some other
known correspondence.?®

The source of Brown’s information on
Nehemias is much less clear. The evidence of
other sections of Germania Sancta suggests that
he may have had materials available to him
which are now lost.?* However, whatever the
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source, it cannot have been exhaustive in its
detail, because in the Indiculus Brown conced-
ed that he was left trawling in vain through
Schottenkloster archives for clues as to the date
of the foundation of the priory.** Notwithstand-
ing the lack of direct evidence, Brown took the
view, perhaps on the basis that the 1353 letter
sent by the Ross community to Abbot Philip
and other unnamed sources implied a connec-
tion of considerable antiquity between Ross and
Wiirzburg, that Nehemias was in Wiirzburg in
the twelfth century, during the abbacy of either
Macarius or Christian, and that he might even
have been identical with the bishop of the same
name mentioned in St Bernard’s Life of St
Malachy of Armagh. All this is clear from the

following passage in the Indiculus:*!

But it seems probable that he was a student of either
St Macarius, the first abbot, or Christian, the second
abbot, because in the afore-mentioned letters it is
mentioned that the brethren of that place reported to
Philip, the abbot of Wiirzburg, who was visiting
them, that they had read in documents and heard
from their elders that these things just related had
applied from time immemorial and that the
monastery had always submitted itself to the visita-
tion and correction of his predecessors. In his Life of
St Malachy, St Bernard included a Bishop Nehemias
among the bishops of Ireland, who, if he was our
Nehemias, was a student and a monk of St Macarius,
as may be gathered from the concurrence of time
periods [i.e. their appearance at the same time].

Brown’s frankness regarding his historical
method is important, since those who later
drew on the Indiculus elevated the results of
his deliberations into fact, without reference to
their genesis.** Arguably, the reliability of his
principal assertions regarding Nehemias and
Ross finds support in the studiousness with
which he determined the supplementary
detail. Why should he have been so concerned
with the minor details if it was all a mere fic-
tion?*® Unfortunately, the source of Brown’s
information has since disappeared, leaving his
questions regarding the identity of Nehemias

and the date of the founding of Ross still unan-
swered.** However, as noted by him, the 1353
letter indeed suggests that Ross priory was
already long established and this, along with
the reference to a prior in 1302 and (should
they refer to Ross) the papal bulls of 1248,
would push the existence of the priory back
into the first half of the thirteenth century.

S S

A consideration of the general history of the
Schottenkloster movement lends support to the
argument that the founding of the priory dates
even further back, to the twelfth century. The
great expansion of the Irish Benedictines on the
Continent occurred in the half-century be-
tween the mid-1130s and 1180s, during which
time all seven daughter-abbeys were estab-
lished, with the final major foundation occur-
ring at Vienna in 1155.% Since the supply of
novices from Ireland would have been of prime
concern during this period, it may be assumed
that the requisite organisational framework
would already have been put in place. Argu-
ably, therefore, it may be inferred from circum-
stantial evidence of this kind that noster
Nehemias (our Nehemias) should be sought in
the record of the mid-twelfth century, rather
than, as Fuhrmann suggested, ‘about 1218 or
even later.* The question now is: would this
carly date be compatible with what is known of
the history of Ross diocese?

The first bishop of Ross known by name
(Nechtan Mac Nechtain) is twice mentioned in
the Annals of the Four Masters, in the list of
those who died in 1160 and, by way of retro-
duplication, in the list for 1085.%7 A second bish-
op, Benedict by name, witnessed Diarmuid
Mac Carthaig’s 1174 charter for Gill Abbey in
Cork.® Having been integrated into the diocese
of Cork at Rathbrassil in 1111, Ross was elevat-
ed to a diocese in its own right at the synod of
Kells in 1152.* The claims of Ross to a
bishopric are likely to have been been kept alive
in the period between the two synods, as appears
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also to have been the case in Cloyne, which had
been similarly subsumed by Cork at Rathbrassil.
The only named bishop of Cloyne during this
period, the previously mentioned Nehemias
(Gilla na Ndem Ua Muirchertaig), died in
1149.50 As already stated, he is described as bish-
op of Cloyne in both the Visio Tnugdali and St
Bernard’s Life of Malachy.’!

Although Cloyne and Ross would officially
have been part of the diocese of Cork at the
time of Nehemias’s floruit, there is no evidence
to suggest that he ever held the see of Ross. Fur-
thermore, it is a priori unlikely that he should
have been involved in founding a priory in a
place with its own independent claims to a
bishopric. Against this, Nehemias’s death-
notice refers to him as ‘noble bishop of the
south of Ireland’, which would suggest that his
influence, if not jurisdiction, extended beyond
the confines of Cloyne. In the prologue of the
Visio, Marcus, as we have seen, speaks of
Nehemias as of a saint, before going on to place
him alongside the celebrated reformers, Cel-
lach, Malachy, and Christian. It may be, there-
fore, that Nehemias would have had sufficient
stature to found a monastery outside his own
area, as Malachy himself had done. Indeed, an
involvement in the Irish reform movement, as
might be inferred from the Visio, would have
made such a course of events more likely.

Brown’s description of Nehemias as bishop
of Ross is, however, not the only reason to
doubt that his namesake in Cloyne was intend-
ed. In the Visio, Marcus stated that Nehemias
died ‘still in his episcopal chair’, which does
not tally with Brown’s claim that the bishop
resigned his see before entering the priory.>? It
is also difficult to reconcile Nehemias’s record-
ed year of death with the time his namesake is
said to have spent as a monk in the Wiirzburg
Schottenkloster. This was probably not found-
ed until 1138, eleven years before the death of
Nehemias of Cloyne.”* Clearly, in those cir-
cumstances, if there was only one Nehemias,
and despite the fact that both Brown and Mar-

cus attributed great age to him, neither his
sojourn at Wiirzburg nor his time in Cloyne
could have been particularly long. It may be,
therefore, that Brown’s source was silent on
where Nehemias had served as a monk, and
that he again simply based his findings on an
awareness of the later, well-documented, affilia-
tion of Ross to Wiirzburg.>* Indeed, the subjec-
tion of Ross to Wiirzburg ab initio would itself
be somewhat anachronistic since Regensburg
was the de facto mother-house of the Schotten-
kloster in the first centuries of their existence.
One other twelfth-century figure comes into
question as the Nehemias recorded in the
Schottenkloster and Wessobrunn necrologies
and by extension in Brown’s Germania Sancta.
In addition to the mistaken obit of Nechtan
Mac Nechtain, the AFM 1085 entry states that
‘Gilla-na-naemh Laighen, noble Bishop of
Gleann-da-locha, and afterwards head of the
monks of Wirzburg, died on the seventh of the
Ides of April’.>> As pointed out by Francis John
Byrne, the latter obit is also entered under the
incorrect year, as it relates to one Gilla na Ndem
Laignech, bishop of Glendalough, who attend-
ed the Synod of Kells in 1152.5¢ Remarkably,
the date of death given in the annals tallies
exactly with that attributed to Nehemias in the
two necrologies. If the details concerning Gilla
na Ndem Laignech provided in the entry are
correct save for the year of death, the necrologi-
cal entries must also refer to him. Alternatively,
the compilers of AFM may not only have erred
in relation to the year of death, but also con-
fused two contemporary, eponymous bishops of
Cloyne and Glendalough.’” The known links
between Nehemias of Cloyne and the Irish
monks in Germany and the strength of the
Schottenkloster links with Munster would sup-
port this latter possibility.’® Even should Gilla
na Ndem Laignech have been a Schottenkloster
monk, the likelihood of a Glendalough bishop
founding a priory at Rosscarbery appears
remote. Furthermore, the possibility that two
Irish prelates bearing the same name were
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active in the Schottenkloster movement in the
same period is difficult to imagine, but, of
course, cannot be ruled out. The claim of the
AFM obit, whether it refers to Nehemias of
Glendalough or of Cloyne, that the relevant
bishop served as head of the monks of
Wiirzburg after leaving his see again contradicts
the sequence of events outlined in the Germa-
nia Sancta.”®

Clearly, despite the emergence of the Ger-
mania Sancta and Indiculus as new sources of
information, many of the same questions
remain. While it is evident that Forbes’s
account of Nehemias was not a ‘Phantasiepro-
dukt’, as previously suspected, the same doubts
could now be passed on to Brown.®® Even
assuming that there was a direct source behind
Brown’s account, the identity of his Nehemias
is still uncertain. The most likely candidate for
the role, Nehemias of Cloyne, died in 1149,
and a date before this for the establishment of
the priory in Ross would fit neatly into the
chronology of the Schottenkloster movement as
a whole. In that scenario, Bishop Nehemias,
formerly a Schottenkloster monk, would then
have responded to requests from his former
brethren in Germany by helping to found a
monastery at Ross, with the specific purpose of
attracting fresh novices to the movement.
Furthermore, this would have happened with-
in the Regensburg abbacy of Christian Mac
Carthaig (c. 1133-1155), a close relative of the
ruling family in South Munster, who played an
integral role in the expansion of the Schotten-
kloster, and who made two recorded visits to
Ireland during his tenure.®! Finally, a foun-
dation date for the priory in the 1140s would
also be compatible, as I now propose to show,
with the ecclesiastical and secular political con-
ditions which prevailed in West Cork at that
time.

The diocese of Ross occupies a narrow strip of
south-west Cork, the bulk of its territory hugging

the coastline from Timoleague westward to
Kilcoe, with the remaining outlying parishes
situated on the Beara peninsula. Its extent was
essentially commensurate with the lands of the
Corca Loigde, the leading family of which, Ui
Etersce6il  (O'Driscolls),  provided — kings
throughout the twelfth century.®? This family
was closely associated with Fachtna’s monastery
at Ross, one of their number being credited with
having erected the main church there, known
as Teampall Mor Fachina.®®* As was the case
across Ireland, local political realities deter-
mined the make-up of the Cork dioceses. The
incorporation of Corca Loigde into the diocese
of Cork at Rathbrassil reflected the greater
strength at the time of the Ui Echach or
Foganacht Raithlinn, traditional rulers of south
Cork.®* Relations between the Corca Loigde
and the other dynasty at the beginning of the
twelfth century were by no means amicable, as
is shown by the plundering of Ross by the Ui
Fchach in 1102.%°

Tairdelbach Ua Conchobair’s division of
Munster between the northern Ui Briain and
the southern Meic Carthaig in 1118 occasioned
wide-reaching changes in the political land-
scape of South Munster. As the Meic Carthaig
sought to extend their power, both the Ui
Echach and the Corca Loigde allied themselves
to the new power-block. Thus, according to one
set of annals, both provided naval support to
Cormac Mac Carthaig on campaigns undertak-
en against Tairdelbach Ua Conchobair in 1132
and 1134.% The military involvement of the
Corca Loigde had already resulted in Ross
becoming a target for Ua Conchobair, with an
attack on South Munster beginning there in
1131.7 The alliance with the Meic Carthaig
would have ensured that, while the Corca
Loigde had to endure some encroachment,
their allies were none the less beholden to
them.® Furthermore, because of the strategic
need to accommodate the Corca Loigde, the
earlier pretensions of the Ui Echach to domi-
nance over them would no longer have been
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sustainable, and the creation of the diocese of
Ross at the expense of Cork in 1152 arguably
recognised this new status quo.%’

While the ability of the Corca Loigde to
‘punch above their weight’ at this time would
have contributed to their success at the synod of
Kells, a reassertion of the importance of Ross as
an ecclesiastical centre would also have been
necessary.”’ It is reasonable to suppose, there-
fore, that the establishment of a priory at Ross-
carbery might have formed part of the
campaign to secure diocesan status. At a time
when the Irish church was being brought into
line with the continental model, to embrace
Benedictine monasticism, the dominant Euro-
pean form, would have represented a strong
statement of commitment to ecclesiastical
reform and reinvigoration. How a new priory
would have been accommodated within the
existing monastic structures at Ross is another
matter. Given the proximity of St Mary’s to the
site of the earlier church of Ross, it is not
impossible that the Benedictine house was
established under the auspices of the existing
foundation. This arrangement is attested for a
number of Irish churches, which, during the
twelfth century, found room within their own
confines, or adjacent to them, for Augustinian
priories.”! In some cases, the newly founded
priories supplied candidates for the local see on
a regular basis, thus apparently supplanting to
some extent the older churches. It appears
more likely that the new priory would have tak-
en the place of the ailing or already defunct
establishment, or simply outlived it, after some
years of co-existence. An annalistic reference to
the ‘community of Ross” in 1102 marks the final
unambiguous reference to monastic activity at
Ross in the twelfth century, while the death of
Conchobar Ua Etersceéil, king of Corca
Loigde, may have occurred in the church a
year later.”? Through its involvement in the
quest for episcopal status, Fachtna’s church
could conceivably have shed some of its tradi-
tional activities, leaving them open to the new-

ly established priory. In that way, the vestiges of
the famous ‘school of Ross” could also have
passed to the Schottenkloster priory.”

As was the case with the German Schotten-
kloster, local figures would have played an inte-
gral role in the establishment of the priory. The
sanction of the local bishop would have been
required, as would the support of the Ui Eter-
scedil patrons of Ross, who in turn would have
enjoyed greater prestige by their association
with it. Furthermore, given the possibility that a
Benedictine priory had been newly founded by
the Meic Carthaig at Cashel, a similar under-
taking at Ross could also have been a means of
strenghtening relations with the overlords of
South  Munster. Once founded, the priory
remained the only monastic establishment in
Rosscarbery throughout the later medieval peri-
od. Moreover, although the centre of Ui Eter-
sce6il power later moved further west to the
area about Baltimore, the priory retained its
strong association with the family in the period
1300 to 1500.7* Interestingly, three of the four
benefices appropriate to the priory in 1302-6
were located in the deanery of ‘Corkyghteragh’
to the west of Ross, an area coextensive with the
territories of Collymore and Collybeg, strong-
holds of the Ui Eterscedil in the later medieval
period.”

In sum, therefore, while the historical record
does not allow any definite determination as to
the chronology of the Benedictine presence in
Rosscarbery, it is argued in this paper that the
weight of circumstantial evidence points to a
twelfth-century foundation date. The evidence
in question consists not only of the circum-
stances surrounding the claim that Nehemias
founded the priory, for which hitherto unpub-
lished sources have been used, but also the gen-
eral history of the Schottenkloster movement in
Germany, and the influences, both secular and
ecclesiastical, at work on the emergence of Ross
as a diocesan see.”
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